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3.2 From Old Stone Age to
New Stone Age

The Old Stone (Paleolithic) Age began about 2 million years
ago and lasted until about 8000 B.C.E. It was during this time tha
early modern humans developed. Like the hominids who came
before them, early humans were hunter-gatherers. They wandere
from place to place, looking for animals to hunt and plants to
gather for food. Often they took shelter in caves, like the cave

painters you read about in Chapter 1.

The New Stone (Neolithic) Age began when people learned t
farm and produce their own food. The discovery of farming did
not happen all at once. Over thousands of years, people gradual
learned to raise animals and plant crops. Eventually they begant

' rely on farms for their food. Now they could settle down in one
place instead of roaming in search of things to eat.

The Neolithic Age began around 8000 B.C.E. and lasted until
about 3000 B.C.E., when people learned to make tools out of
metal instead of stone. Farming developed in many parts of the
world during this time, including parts of Europe, Africa, Asia,

and the Americas.

Many Neolithic settlement
were located east of the
Mediterranean Sea, where the
land was fertile (good for
growing crops). Here, people

built towns and villages such
Jericho, Catal Hoyuk, and
Jarmo (see map).

People in settlements like
these lived very different live
from earlier hunter-gatherers.
With farms to provide their
food, they could build perma-
nent shelters and form larger
communities. They could m
better tools and clothing. And
they could trade with people
in other places for resources
they wanted. As you will seg,
these changes made life safer,

250 500 miles more comfortable, and more

|
500 kilometers

e Early settlement

interesting.

26 Chapter 3




LT

SIQULIR,] 0] SIQIAUIeD) PUE SINJUNH WO

*3|1129 UMM UMOYS 8Je uswspiay

‘Bunuied a1ynj0aN SIy3 uj

Buiwaey
JO ssauisnqg ay} é.munoylﬁe
suewny 03 |nyasn aq 0l |ewiue
p|IM B ujel} 0] 83ed3sawop

*£10)STY JO [[€ UT SOoUBAPE Juelodu

1o ) JO U0 sem AFueyd SIYY AYM a1o[dxa s o7 "A[ddns pooj

a1qers e pey d[doad ‘owry IsI1} oY) 104 *2IMNOLIZe JO UOTUAUI

o) pim urSaq 98V JII[0AN QYL "@4n3noibe paf[ed dre S[eu
-Tue Jo uonednsawop Ay) pue sdoid jo Suimois oy ‘1PY1esa],

‘smord nd pue speof AABQY ALIed 0) So[nuI pasn A3y, *o[1ed pue

s1e08 10q WOIJ yJru 108 Aoy, yesw 110y} 0] [N PUE ‘S}eos

‘doays paster Loy, "sesodind umo I19y) 10§ WAy} gursn pue Jurstel

‘SPUITUR @3@D13SaWI0P 0} MOY PIUIEI] OS[e SISULIE] Ajreq

' ‘PaAT

Koy a10yMm seare o) ut sdoio jsoul Y} poonpoid spads yorym

7 poures] Koy ‘own 19AQ) 'SAOId ISIATRY PUE SPIS juerd pnod

- Koy ‘syuerd prim Suroyres jo pealsu] -guuroyjed pue Jununy
uo puadap 01 9A®Y 1, UPIP Koy paxanoosip ardoad ‘Afrenpein

"PIIH 10

paInfur U)o o1oM SIOUNY "SNOIATUEP SBM gununy puy ‘Suof

00} 10] BaIe duO UI pakes a[doad uoym 301838 MaI3 sfewrrue pue
syuerd pIIp A[ddns pooj ‘oqepuadop 10 ‘[qels A19A © opraoxd
jou pip Sunoyles pue Sununy Jng ‘syuefd SuLoyies pue s[ewwe
Sununy £q pooy paureiqo 9[doad @3y o103 oY Suumg
Ajddng poo4 3jqe3s e Buneai) €€

eu

SAAl
»

se o
9rd

m

21000}
0} ueg
ATreny

pIp
0] pa

A

paIap!
21001
ey 2
SJeg




s e e

Neolithic houses were made of

packed mud, which helped keep
people warm in winter and cool
in summer.

28 Chapter 3

3.4 Making Permanent Shelters

The first great change brought about by agriculture was the
development of permanent shelters. During the Paleolithic Age,
people had lived in caves or rough, tentlike structures. These
shelters were temporary because hunter-gatherers often moved to
follow wild animals or find new plants to eat. As people settled
down to farm during the Neolithic Age, they built more perma-
nent shelters.

In many areas, people packed mud bricks together to build
round or rectangular houses. Sometimes they added stones and
tree branches to strengthen the walls and roof. The houses had
openings high in the walls. People probably climbed a ladder to
reach the openings and enter the house.

Inside were several rooms. Places to store food were built into
the floor. Pits for cooking were dug into the floor and lined with
clay. People may have filled the pits with water and dropped in
hot stones to make the water boil for cooking.

The development of permanent shelters was important in sev-
eral ways. Houses gave people protection from harsh weather and
wild animals. They made life more comfortable. They allowed
new ways of cooking food. And living in permanent shelters

allowed people to form larger communities.
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People in Neolithic communities
had time and tools to create
works of art.
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3.6 Developing New Job
Having a stable food supply allowed people to develop new
kinds of jobs. In Paleolithic times, people’s main job was finding
enough food to survive. With farms to provide their food,

Neolithic people could develop more specialized skills.

A good example is the town of Catal Hoyuk, which dates back
to about 6000 B.C.E. Historians believe that the town’s people
worked in a number of different jobs. Besides farmers, there werg
weavers, basket makers, toolmakers, and traders.

Focusing on one job allowed people to get better at their work.
In Catal Hoyuk, farmers learned how to gro'w more than 14 kinds
of food plants. Clothing makers developed a way to spin and
weave. They wove natural fibers such as wool and linen into
comfortable cloth. In some regions, people mined flint so that
stoneworkers could create sharper tools.

Neolithic people didn’t just want to survive. They wanted to
make themselves, and their surroundings, more beautiful. They
decorated their pottery and baskets with geometric shapes.
Stoneworkers learned to polish stones to make shiny jewelry
and mirrors. House builders added special rooms to honor the
gods and goddesses they believed in.

The development of different jobs encouraged people to
become highly skilled at their crafts. This led to new and better
ways of doing things. And different jobs created much more
variety in community life.
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